
For more than thirty years, Island 
Harvest Food Bank has put millions of  
pounds of food directly in the hands of 
our neighbors in need, taken innovative 
steps to identify systemic root-causes of 
hunger and food insecurity, and  worked 
to find solutions to eliminate them. 

We know we will never end food 
insecurity by merely giving a person 
a can of food. Island Harvest Food 
Bank is pioneering a holistic, person- 
centered approach to addressing 
food insecurity, income insecurity, 
and ending hunger. 

REDUCING EVERYDAY COSTS
If a tank of gas increases by $20, that’s $20 less available for food, which in turn becomes $20 less for medicine. 
Island Harvest Food Bank supports all efforts to reduce costs in both time and money faced by all New Yorkers.  

Island Harvest recommends:
  Establishing a task force to study the true cost 
  of living in our state. Federal poverty guidelines 
  do not account for differences in the cost of living 
  between states, and it should not be surprising 
  that a dollar doesn’t go as far in New York as it  
  does in Montana

  Accelerating the adoption of the Medicaid 1115  
  Waiver. This waiver will create a networked  
  approach to improving healthcare outcomes  
  and ensuring that New York State residents 
  receive all appropriate entitlement benefits.
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A HOLISTIC APPROACH TO
ENDING FOOD INSECURITY

INCREASING ACCESS TO NUTRITIOUS FOOD
DEVELOPING CRITICAL WORKFORCE SKILLS

REDUCING EVERYDAY COSTS

Our approach is based on three core tenents:

Inflation Over Time

We FOOD BANK differently...
  Speaking the languages of the many communities 
  we serve: English, Spanish, Urdu, Hindi and more 

  Identifying systemic root causes of food insecurity  
  and finding solutions to eliminate them  

  Pioneering a holistic, person-centered approach to 
  addressing food insecurity and ending hunger 

  Providing necessary workforce development 
  training, education and ceritfication programs 
  through our Workforce Skills Development Institute



INCREASING ACCESS TO
NUTRITIOUS FOOD
Approximately 6% of Long Islanders face food insecurity, 
with higher rates for our neigbors in under-resourced 
communities. The core function of Island Harvest Food 
Bank is to provide nutritious food to our neighbors in need. 
We accomplish this through direct distribution of food 
to individuals and families, central and warehouse 
distributions to our network of Emergency Food Providers, 
and Operation:HOPE which provides food and social 
support services to our veterans.

Island Harvest has utilized Federal TEFAP, State HPNAP, 
and local ARPA monies, and continues to draw down some 
federal, state, and local dollars for various programs.

Island Harvest recommends:
  Federal Policy
  • Our 2023 Advocacy Platform is focused on the once- 
   every-five-years Farm Bill. The Farm Bill is the most  
   important federal legislation related to anti-hunger  
   policies and food security. We must make changes to 
   SNAP (formerly known as food stamps) to reflect 
   current need. One lesson from COVID-19 is that pre- 
   pandemic SNAP benefits were inadequate to support  
   our neighbors in need. 
  • The Emergency Food Assistance Program (TEFAP)  
   must be modified to grant non-contracted food  
   banks the right of first refusal for any food not 
   accepted by contracted food banks. 

DEVELOPING CRITICAL
WORKFORCE SKILLS
Long Island faces a misalignment of current skills-to-
workforce needs and demands. It is for these reasons 
that Island Harvest has developed a Workforce Skills De-
velopment Institute to train people who are unemployed 
and underemployed for jobs in high demand industries 
- jobs that will help support the mission of Island 
Harvest and other similar organizations in the area. 

The Workforce Skills Development Institute provides 
new skills, knowledge and experience to diverse 
populations including people who are unemployed or 
underemployed, at-risk youth, people with disabilities, 
as well as those switching careers. 

With the support of our partners in government, we have 
received start-up funding for this Initiative, which has 
already graduated its first cohort of ten students.

Island Harvest recommends:
  Including a new funding stream in the FY 2024  
  budget in the amount of $500,000 to provide 
  stipends to participants in our Workforce Skills  
  Development Institute to support transportation, 
  childcare, and other expenses that may otherwise  
  prohibit them from participating in the Institute.

 Supporting regionalization of workforce devel- 
  opment initiatives like the Regional Economic 
  Development Councils and our own Workforce 
  Skills Development Institute.

New York State Rates of Food Insecurity -
County Rank by Population Food Insecure

Rank County
Food Insecurity 

% Rate
Population of 
Food Insecure

1 Kings 15.50% 399,210
2 Bronx 19.70% 281,040
3 Queens 12.10% 274,120
4 New York 13.60% 220,780
5 Erie 12.00% 110,390
6 Suffolk 6.60% 97,600
7 Monroe 11.60% 86,040
8 Nassau 5.70% 77,750
9 Westchester 7.90% 76,520
10 Onondaga 11.50% 53,290
Source: Feeding America Map the Meal Gap Participating employers include:
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Program Services 94%
Fundraising 3%
Management
and Operations 3%

How we use our resources:

  State Policy
  • Universal School Meals (A.1941/S.1678A) These bills  
   will ensure every K-12 student in New York has equal  
   access to a nutritious school breakfast and lunch to  
   support health and academic success by funding all  
   public schools, charter, and non-public schools to  
   serve breakfast and lunch at no extra cost to students.. 
  • Good Food Purchasing (A.8580/S.7534 – 2022) These  
   bills would increase local food purchasing by estab- 
   lishing a procurement model encouraging buying  
   power centered on the value of the local economy, 
   environmental sustainability, racial equity, valued  
   workforce, farmers first, animal welfare, and nutrition.
  • Hunger Prevention and Nutrition Assistance Program  
   (HPNAP) funding of at least $56.5 million, Nourish NY 
   funding of at least $50 million. We stand with our 
   partner food banks and Feeding New York State calling 
   for $63 million in HPNAP and $75 million in Nourish 
   NY, but pandemic-era state support should be the  
   floor, not the ceiling for food banks across NYS.

  Local Policy
  • Our valued partners in the towns, cities, and villages  
   across Long Island should continue to utilize their  
   pandemic-era resources (American Rescue Plan funds) 
   to support local nonprofits. The support so far has been 
   instrumental in helping our neighbors in need.
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