
“The simple act of caring
   is a heroic effort.”
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E v E r y d a y  h E r o E s  
Responding in times of need. Excelling in moments of crisis.

“Island Harvest Food Bank  
  became a ‘first responder’
  during this time of crisis.”

A B O U T  I S L A N D  H A RV E S T  F O O D  B A N K

From the start of the pandemic, Island Harvest 
Food Bank focused on quickly modifying our 
operations and distribution methods; establishing 
new partnerships; and finding new food sources 
to significantly increase the number of meals 
we’re providing for the most vulnerable members 
of the Long Island community. 

In March 2020, the  
COVID-19 pandemic 
changed the world,  
our country,  
our community, and  
Island Harvest  
Food Bank, forever!  
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Across Long Island, in virtually every zip code, Island Harvest 
Food Bank has been a beacon of hope for those in need.  And, never 
before has our help been needed more as we entered a year of 
increased hunger and uncertainty among our neighbors.

Island Harvest Food Bank, the largest hunger-relief organization 
on Long Island, provided food and non-food items this year to more 
than 460,000 Long Islanders who are living with food insecurity and 
in need, giving them a voice to help them transition from uncer-
tainty to stability. Our mission is to end hunger and reduce food 
waste on Long Island through efficient food and product collection 
and distribution systems, enhanced hunger awareness and nutri-
tion education programs, job training, targeted services for specific 
populations, and outreach and advocacy activities and initiatives. 
Island Harvest Food Bank is a proud member of Feeding America, 
the nation’s leading domestic hunger-relief organization. 

Island Harvest is proud to 
have earned a Four Star rat-
ing by Charity Navigator, an 
indication of quality in the 
non-profit sector.

Responding in times of need. Excelling in moments of crisis.

In words, in pictures and in numbers, this year has been different from that of any other time in our Island Harvest Food Bank history.   
This 2020 Annual Report tells the stories of those we helped and those who made our work possible.

We began the year,  as we did any other year,  reaching out to the hundreds of thousands of neighbors on Long Island facing food 
insecurity. We focused our efforts on programs and services to bring healthy food to those struggling with hunger.  We strengthened part-
nerships with hospitals and health centers to provide nutrition education to those who could improve their health by making informed 
decisions. We worked with school districts in Nassau and Suffolk to help children thrive and grow. We provided assistance and counseling 
to those in the community to obtain needed benefits and services.  We expanded our own farm to table initiatives. We took our legislative 
advocacy programs to local, state and federal government to fight for those who have to choose between feeding their families, paying tor 
housing, seeing doctors, and buying medicine. And, we expanded our mobile services to bring help to seniors, veterans and those in need.

In March, the COVID-19 pandemic changed the world, our country, our community and Island Harvest Food Bank, forever!  With the 
arrival of the pandemic, Long Island immediately saw a growing population of families facing job loss, economic turmoil and a struggle 
to put food on their tables. So many people who had managed to live day-to-day on the edge of poverty, now suddenly needed help.  

Thanks to our visionary Board of Directors, dedicated staff, devoted food donors, volunteers and elected officials, generous con-
tributors and supporters, and a caring community which has always helped us to be there for those in need, Island Harvest Food Bank 
became a “first responder” during this time of crisis. We continued our vital and successful efforts of the past, and introduced pioneering 
new initiatives to become a beacon of hope to hundreds of thousands who needed help for the first time.

Like a gyroscope, this year saw Island Harvest Food Bank spin faster while staying on point.  True to our mission to end hunger on Long 
Island, you have helped us to reach out and reach beyond.  

I hope this 2020 Annual Report captures the spirit, the vitality and the passion of all we do to help those on Long Island who are  
hungry for help.  I am so grateful to all those who made our critical work possible during this year of change.

                         Thank you,

                       Randi Shubin Dresner
                        President & CEO

F R O M  T H E  P R E S I D E N T  &  C E O

3



While the past year has 
been anything but business 
as usual, Island Harvest Food 
Bank has continued to provide 
much-needed food and social 
service support to Long Island-
ers living with hunger and 
poverty through our various 
programs and initiatives. Some 
highlights of our work during 
this 2019-2020 year include:

• Across Long Island, people 
living with food insecurity  

C o M M U N I T

10,954,283 
MEALS  

SUPPORTED

T H E  Y E A R  A T  A  G L A N C E                          

13,145,139
LBS. OF FOOD 
DISTRIBUTED

164% 
INCREASE IN FOOD 
PURCHASED OVER

LAST YEAR

400 PLUS
OUR NETWORK OF
PARTNERS ACROSS

LONG ISLAND

2,778
SNAP APPLICATIONS

SUBMITTED

460,000
FAMILIES  

ASSISTED WITH  
FOOD, SERVICES  

& SUPPORT8,989 
NEW  

CONTRIBUTORS

12,434
HOME DELIVERIES

30
PARTNERSHIPS
WITH SCHOOL  

DISTRICTS

625
FOOD DRIVES

2,624
NEW  

VOLUNTEERS
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received nearly 11 million meals 
through the distribution of 
more than 13 million pounds of 
healthy food and product! 

• During the 2019-2020 school 
year,  children who are food-
insecure in 26 schools received 
over 27,000 packs of healthy 
food through the Kids Weekend 
Backpack Feeding Program. 

• The Summer Food Service Pro-
gram served more than 180,000 
nutritious and free breakfasts, 

lunches, and snacks to  
approximately 5,300 children 
at 60 sites.

• The School Pantry Program 
supported more than 8,000 
children and their families 
at 38 sites with over 226,000 
pounds of fresh produce and 
healthy, shelf-stable food.

• Through our Senior Mobile 
Food Pantry, over 600 seniors 
at five (5) sites across Long 
Island received more than 

M M U N I T y  P r o G r a M s
132,000 pounds of healthy, 
low-sodium, protein-rich food, 
supplementing more than 
110,000 meals. 

• Our innovative Nutrition 
Pathways Program is the first of 
its kind on Long Island to offer 
personalized nutrition services 
to people who are food inse-
cure through our team of Island 
Harvest Registered Dietitian 
Nutritionists (RDN), creating 
a pathway between nutrition 

and health. The Nutrition Path-
ways Program, operating at three 
(3) community-based sites and 
(2) hospital sites, provided nearly 
1,000 people with individual  
nutrition counseling and educa-
tion sessions, as well as healthy 
food packages. 

• The Operation: HOPE veterans 
program served more than 2,600 
veterans, active military person-
nel and their families. 

• The SNAP Outreach and Assis-
tance Program submitted 2,778 
SNAP applications, resulting 
in more than 2.8 million meals 
and bringing an estimated $8.7 
million in SNAP benefits to Long 
Island. We are also proud to 
announce that Island Harvest 
Food Bank received the 2019 
Social Impact Award for our 
SNAP Outreach Program at the 
7th Annual Long Island Imagine 
Awards, recognizing innovation 
and leadership in the nonprofit 
sector.
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•  The Healthy Harvest Farm, 

located on two acres of farm-

land at the Sisters of St. Joseph 

in Brentwood, serves  

as a learning model, as well  

as to provide increased 

access to healthy 

produce for thousands 

of Long Islanders who are 

affected by hunger and 

poverty. 

• The Island Harvest Food 
Bank Giving Gardens are 

460,000 
families assisted

with food, services  
and support.

T H E  I S L A N D  H A RV E S T  FA R M  &  G I V I N G  G A R D E N S

G R E AT E R  f o o d  A C C E s s . . .  f R o m  T H E  G R o U N d  U p.

created through partner-
ships with local businesses, 
schools, communities  
and more. Communities  
donate the produce from the 

gardens to Island Harvest, 
which we then distribute 
to those in need.
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 In the best of times, in the 
most difficult of times, our 
corps of volunteers, support-
ers and friends have been by 
our side every step of the way.  
Whether packing meal boxes 
to feed those in need, or  
collecting and distributing 
food in the heat of summer or 
the cold of winter, or raising 
vital funds to make our work 
possible, community volun-
teers and leaders made Island 
Harvest’s mission their mission.  

Volunteers
• Island Harvest has more 
than 14,000 registered volun-
teers, many of whom gener-

ously donated their time to 
assist in numerous programs, 
including more than 750 
local food drives, food runs, 
warehouse sortings, and 
food distributions. 

• In 2019, our dedicated vol-
unteers donated over 55,000 
hours, which is an estimated 
cost savings of $1.4 million.

• Volunteers continue to 
provide crucial support dur-
ing Island Harvest’s COVID-19 
response and recovery 
efforts, participating in  
socially distant sorting  
projects, distribution events, 
and food collections.  

G I V I N G  H E A R T s .  H E L p I N G  H A N d s . 

sTEppING foRWARd.  
sTEppING Up. 
Volunteer: Kathleen Reilly
Kathleen’s desire to help others is 
what drew her to first volunteer 
for Island Harvest. Quickly  
forming bonds with staff and 
other volunteers, Kathleen became a well-known  
asset to our team. In response to the growing crisis of 
food insecurity in the wake of the pandemic, Kathleen 
stepped up and began volunteering daily at our Bethpage 
warehouse facility to assemble thousands of much needed 
food boxes for community food distributions. Kathleen is 
also a member of Team Rubicon, a volunteer group that 
mobilizes veterans in times of emergency relief, and a 
great partner to Island Harvest during the height of our 
response and recovery efforts.  Kathleen continues to  
volunteer regularly, serving as a leader for volunteer 
groups, and is an integral part of our hunger relief efforts.   

V O L U N T E E R S ,  S U P P O R T E R S  &  PA R T N E R S

2,624 
new volunteers
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A TRUsTEd soURCE  
of food... AND  
ComfoRT. 
food pantry partner:  
shelter Rock Church  
food pantry 
From the beginning of the pandemic, our food-
pantry partners have demonstrated incredible 
resilience, making difficult adjustments on the fly 
in order to stay open. The Shelter Rock Church 
Food Pantry in Manhasset went from serving 75 
households in a typical week, to more than 550 
households at the height of the pandemic. “We 
were one of the few open in our area when COVID 
first hit. We never shut down.” Co-directors Valerie 
Monroy and Gina Kang credit their dedicated staff 
and volunteers with supporting them in everything 
from collecting, sorting and packing food to direct-
ing traffic. In addition to providing food, the pantry 
provides clothing and winter coats, turkeys, toys 
and above all else friendly conversation and com-
passion.  “It goes beyond the food. People rely on us 
and you just want to be able to help them.”

625 
food drives
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TIEs THAT BINd.  
fundraiser: sara and Brian
When the start of the COVID-19 
pandemic resulted in Sara and 
Brian postponing their wedding 
because they could no longer  
host hundreds of guests, they 
took it as an opportunity to make their planned 
wedding date meaningful for thousands.  They 
dressed in their wedding outfits, jumped in their 
truck and visited the homes of many of their invited 
friends and family to collect food and funds for 
Island Harvest. Days later they delivered thousands 
of dollars and thousands of pounds of food to help 
their Long Island neighbors in need. When asked if 
what would have been their wedding day was still 
special, they both said “I do”.

Island Harvest Food Bank 
has been at the forefront 
of responding to the 
growing needs of Long 
Islanders who are food 
insecure and impacted by 
COVID-19 since our Emer-
gency Response Center 
was activated on March 9, 
2020. From the start of the 
pandemic, we’ve focused 
on quickly modifying our 
operations and distribution 
methods; establishing new 
partnerships; and finding 
new food sources to signifi-
cantly increase the number 
of meals we’re providing 
for the most vulnerable 
members of the Long 
Island community.  

•  Island Harvest  
distributed  
approximately  
35% more food in  
2019-2020 than  
the year prior. 

•  From March 9, 2020 to  
June 30, 2020, Island Harvest 
purchased 164% more food  
and product as  
compared to  
the same time  
period the year   
prior - a dramatic  
change from our histori-
cally donation-based model. 

• New York State’s Nourish New 
York initiative provides a market 
for New York State farmers and 

LIfTEd BY HopE. 
Client: Gloria
For so many who lost their 
jobs or were simply strug-
gling to provide meals for 
their children and families, 
Island Harvest became a 
lifeline during the COVID-19 
pandemic, providing food, 
services, and support.  

CHALLENGE spARKs CHANGE. 

COVID-19 RESPONSE AND RECOVERy EFFORTS

10,954,283 
MEALS  

SUPPORTED

13,145,139
LBS. OF FOOD 
DISTRIBUTED
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manufacturers  
to sell their  
surplus food  
products to local  
food banks.  
This program will en- 
able Island Harvest  
to purchase more than 500,000 
pounds of fresh New York produce, 
meat, dairy, and other locally 
made products to distribute to 
those experiencing food insecurity. 

• Island Harvest hosted  
some of the largest food
distributions ever held in     
                                              New York
                            State, providing
             fresh produce, meat, 
cheese, and shelf-stable food 
to 4,000 families at the 
Southshore Westfield Mall 
and 5,000 families at  
the Sunrise Mall in  
Massapequa.

• Island Harvest expanded 
Harvest to Home, a home 
delivery meal service, in early 
March, to meet the increased 
need for home deliveries to 
seniors, people with disabilities 
or chronic health conditions,    
                                                   veterans,  
                                                   and those
                                                   quarantin- 
                                                   ing due to  
                                                   COVID-19. 

Island Harvest delivered meals  
to more than  12,000 households 
in need. 

• When schools were forced to 
close as a result of the COVID-19 
pandemic, Island Harvest pivoted 
our distribution model to continue 
providing access to healthy food 
for children and their families. Uti-
lizing a contactless drive-through 
model, Island Harvest ensured 
that the students who depended 
upon free or reduced-price meals 
at school, as well as their 
families, continued to 
have access to nutritious 
food despite school 
closures.

LEssoNs IN HUmANITY.  
school partner:  
Copiague school district 
When the COVID-19 pandemic reached 
Long Island, the Copiague School District 
worried as much about food insecurity as 
the educational hurdles facing students.  
The School District immediately partnered with Island 
Harvest to distribute thousands of pounds of produce and 
shelf-stable food to students and families. District teachers 
and staff generously donated their time before school 
and on weekends to distribute food. Superintendent of 
Schools, Dr. Kathleen Bannon voiced her appreciation for 
the partnership. “Island Harvest provided the guidance 
and assistance to initiate, and operate, an in-district food 
pantry. The “Kids Weekend Backpack Feeding Program” 
provides a tremendous service to ensure that students have 
nutritious meals over weekends.” 

30 
school district  
partnerships

400 PLUS
OUR NETWORK OF 
PARTNERS ACROSS

LONG ISLAND

12,434
HOME DELIVERIES
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SUPPORT AND REVENUE  

 June 30, 2020

Donated food  $21,933,619

Contributions   10,334,442

Capital Campaign 459,305

Government grants  1,173,356

Special events (net of direct costs $131,656)  400,833

Investment income, net  73,970

Other income   41,748

Net assets released from restrictions 

TOTAL SUPPORT AND REVENUE  $34,417,203

EXPENSES

Program services  $27,932,521 

Management and general  732,904 

Fundraising  867,408

TOTAL EXPENSES  29,532,473

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS  4,884,800  

NET ASSETS, BEGINNING  5,021,491

NET ASSETS, ENDING  $9,906,291

The Statement of Activities, and Statement of Financial Position  
on the following page, were derived from our financial statement  
audited by MAZARS.USA LLC.

A copy of audited financial statements are available upon request.

ISLAND HARVEST LTD.

FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2020SOURCES OF OUR 
COMMUNITY SUPPORT

IN-KIND FOOD/ 
NON-FOOD 
CONTRIBUTIONS ....65.0%
CONTRIBUTIONS ....30.0%
GOVERNMENT  
GRANTS ................... 3.0% 
FUNDRAISING AND  
SPECIAL EVENTS ...... 1.0%
CAPITAL  
CAMPAIGN ............... 1.0%

S TAT E M E N T  O F  A C T I V I T I E S
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ASSETS 

 June 30, 2020 
Cash and cash equivalents $   4,577,195 
Investments and marketable securities 1,631,857 
Grants and contributions receivable 2,002,943 
Inventory of food and consumer products 1,875,059 
Property and equipment, 
net of accumulated depreciation 531,108 
Other assets 34,905

TOTAL ASSETS $10,653,067

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

LIABILITIES   
Accounts payable and accrued expenses  $   281,076
Defered Income 465,700

TOTAL LIABILITIES  $746,776 

NET ASSETS

Without donor restriction  $7,279,077

With donor restriction  2,627,214

TOTAL NET ASSETS  9,906,291

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS  $10,653,067

FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2020

ISLAND HARVEST LTD.

HOW WE USE
OUR RESOURCES

PROGRAM 
SERVICES ...............94.0%
FUNDRAISING .......... 3.0%
MANAGEMENT 
AND GENERAL ......... 3.0%

S TAT E M E N T  O F  F I NA N C IA L  P O S I T I O N
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Board Chair 
Doug Nadjari 
Chair, Governance/BY LAWS  
Committee  
Chair, Executive Committee 
Partner 
Ruskin Moscou Faltischek PC

Vice Chair 
Jill Bernstein 
Community Leader

Vice Chair 
Barry Chandler 
Chair, Personnel Committee 
Chair, Nominating Commitee 
General Manager 
Nissequogue Golf Club

Treasurer 
Daniel S. Grinberg 
Chair Elect 
Chair, Finance Committee  
President 
Elara Brands LLC

Secretary 
Stephen J. Juchem 
Senior VP & CFO 
First Long Island Investors

Frank Beyrodt 
Chair, Audit Committee
Chair, Advocacy Committee
Executive Vice-President
DeLea Sod Farms, Inc.

James P. Bonner 
President 
New York & Atlantic Railway Company

Rebecca D’Eloia
Senior Vice President 
RXR Development Services

Daniel Eichhorn
President
PSEG – Long Island

Christine Going
Executive Assistant 
Office of the ADUSH,  
Clinical Operations (10NC)  
VA Central Office

S. Zaki Hossain
President
Pintail Coffee

Tariq Khan
President
Sentar Enterprises

Doug Manditch
Chair, Capital Campaign Committee  
Director of Flushing Bank 

Ignatius “Nate” L. Muscarella, Esq.
District Court Judge
District Court, Nassau County

Sandi Nussbaum 
Community Leader 
Honorable Elaine Phillips 
Relationship Manager 
Cap Trust

Stuart Richner 
Chair, Insurance Committee 
President 
Richner Communications 

Ellen Sanders  
Community Leader

Don Sussman
Community Leader

Dave Widmer
Vice-President /Long Island-Brooklyn 
Altice Media Solutions
Long Island-Brooklyn

Board of  
Directors

D I R E C T O R S   &  O F F I C E R S
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Advisory  
Board
Chair
Lee Heit Beck, Esq.
Consultant, Attorney

Rabbi Mickey Baum 
Temple Beth Am of Merrick
President
New York State Chaplain Task Force

John T. Bauer, Esq. 
Partner
Littler Mendelson, P.C.

Leslie Hall 
Halls Carpet Inc.

Loretta Sehlmeyer
Community Leader

James Skinner
President
A & C Exterminating Corp.

Lauren Summa
Resident Advocate 
Town of North Hempstead

Andrew J. Turro, Esq. 
Partner
Meyer, Suozzi, English & Klein

 

Honorary  
Board Members
Linda Breitstone
Founder, Island Harvest

Monsignor Thomas J. Hartman
1946-2016
Past Board of Directors Chairman

Rabbi Marc Gellman (Retired)
Community Leader

Steven A. Klar
President
The Klar Organization

Bob Nystrom
Executive Vice President 
Kinloch Consulting

Arthur Waldbaum
Community Leader

Jay Bernstein
Chairman & President
NIC Holding Corp. (Northville)

Mark Rechler
President
Build 360
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The Monsignor  
Thomas hartman  
President’s Council
In honor of  
Father Thomas Hartman  
(1946 - 2016) 

Seth Asofsky
Community Leader  

Michael Babitch
Chair, Operations Committee

Edward J. Fred
Community Leader

Marc Tell
The Sam Tell Companies



126 Spagnoli Road, Melville, N.Y. 11747 • (631) 873-4775 • (516) 294-8528

Hauppauge, N.Y. 11788  • Uniondale, N.Y. 11553 •  Calverton, N.Y. 11933

www.islandharvest.org


